
December 
Fourth Grade Newsletter 

 

READING 
This month, we are enjoying our read aloud 
of Tiger Rising.  Students are listening to the 
characters change and grow as we journey 
through life with them.  will be 
focusing on fiction text and 
delving into characters. We are 
continuing our studies of the 
story elements and are on the 
hunt for figurative language in 
our reading and working towards applying it 
to our writing!  
So, remember, “don’t judge a book by its 
cover”.  Be sure to read it and look for 
figurative language! 
   
SPELLING/PHONICS 

● Sort #12 /er/ and r-influenced e spelled 
er,ear, ere, and eer in accented syllables 

● Sort #13 Unaccented Final Syllable -le  
● Sort #14 Unaccented Final Syllable /el/ 

spelled -le, -el, -il, -al  
● Sort #15 Unaccented Final Syllable /er/ 

spelled -er, -ar, -or 

MATH 
Our next Bridges unit will have an emphasis 
on comparing multi digit numbers, using the 
standard algorithm for addition and 
subtraction. In addition, measuring length, 
distance, liquid volume, time, mass and weight 
will all be addressed..  

 
Real World Challenge:  
Shopping for the holidays can be 
a tall order!  While you are out 
shopping, be sure to mark the 
time you start and calculate how 

much time you’ve spent during your 
holiday shopping 
excursions!  
 

Sending out care packages? 
How much did it weigh? How 
far does it need to travel? 
Things to ponder... 

WRITING 
Writing this month will continue 
to be dedicated to Narative text. 
We will work on our character’s 
development and implement 
strategies to expand on setting 
description. Then we will draft and revise 
with an eye toward believability. Our focus 
will include a variety of transitions, 
descriptive settings and including correct 
punctuation.  Finally, the children will 
prepare for publication with an audience in 
mind.  

SOCIAL STUDIES 
This month fourth grade journeys to the 
south in our studies of the u.s. regions.  We 
will continue to aim our attention towards 
studying the states and capitals of the region 
and  learning about  where they are located. 
Remember,  spelling counts!   
 
In this unit, we will visit the 
bayous of New Orleans, and 
listen to the toe tapping 
beats of bluegrass in the 
coal mines of Appalachia. 
We will also investigate the 
cotton plantations of 
Mississippi, the Space Center 
at Cape Canaveral, the Everglades National 
Parks in Florida, and so much more!  

Please contact your child’s teacher with any questions or concerns  
Bernadette Linero, linerob@shermanschool.com | Shannon Oricchio: oricchios@shermanschool.com 
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Tips from specialists & things to Ponder 
 
A note from: Mrs. Rianhard 
rianhardj@shermanschool.com  
Just a reminder: Our school focus for the 
2019-2020 school year is “Math is 
Everywhere!” Please email me a picture 
and/or a brief statement of your child 
observing math outside of school.  
 
“There is more treasure in books than in all the 
pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.” – Walt Disney 
 
Books make great holiday gifts!  The Horn Book 
Fanfare list has plenty of suggestions here  and The 
New York Times “ Story Time” column is full of great 
titles for kids of all ages. Happy holidays, and 
happy reading!   
 
Mrs. Flynn 
Contact Mrs. Flynn at flynnc@shermanschool.com 
 

REMINDERS & Important Dates to Remember 
● No School 12/23/19-1/1/20 
● Early dismissal 12/10 
● Report card distribution 12/13 

 
Happy Holidays!  
-Mrs. Linero and Mrs. O. 
 
   
 
  
 

Math is Everywhere! 

 

PHYSICAL 

EDUCATION 

Ms. Reidy 

reidys@shermansch

ool.com  

 

Continued 
administration of the 

Physical Fitness 
Tests; Curl-ups, 

Push-ups, PACER, Sit 
& Reach. 

 
 

Flag Football 
fundamentals and 

games! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH 
Ms. Blume 

blumea@shermanschoo

l.com  

 

We will be learning more 

about myplate and 

nutrition! We will also 

learn more about the 

importance of sleep and 

exercise! 

ED-TECH 
Mr. McGuire 

mcguiret@shermansch

ool.com  

 

In December we will 

continue and most 

likely finish our study 

of robotics using the 

Lego WeDo 2.0 kits. 

We will pay particular 

attention to gears and 

pulleys. 

 

MUSIC/BAND 
Mr. Trinchillo 

trinchillos@shermansc

hool.com 

Mr. Carlone 

Carlonec@shermansch

ool.com 

 

Band Students are 

preparing for their 

Winter Concert 

performances!  

 

General Music- 

Review of grade level 

music notation and its 

relation to band 

instruments.  

Begin unit on triple 

time signatures.  

 

ART 
Mrs. Yagid 

yagidj@shermanschool

.com 

 

We have started 

planning our next 

projects, and 

they are… 

students’ choice! 

Many students 

are working 

collaboratively on 

three-dimensional 

sculptures; 

others are 

exploring paint! 

STEAM 
Mr. Rianhard 

rianhards@shermansc

hool.com 

 

Modeling the 

understanding 

of the rock 

cycle to explain 

how sand gets 

to beaches. 

Students will 

also begin 

learning about 

different forms 

of energy and 

designing Rube 

Goldberg 

machines. 
 

 
 

Please contact your child’s teacher with any questions or concerns  
Bernadette Linero, linerob@shermanschool.com | Shannon Oricchio: oricchios@shermanschool.com 
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